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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 06289 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MPOL 

SUBJECT: COMMUNISTS IN NATO GOVERNMENTS ISSUE CONTINUE 
TO ATTRACT ATTENTION 

REF: PARIS 6098 

1 . FRENCH MEDIA MONDAY EVENING AND TUESDAY MORNING MADE 
LITTLE FURTHER MENTION OF THE STORY, EXCEPT FOR COMMUNIST 
DAILY HUMANITE, WHICH CONTINUED DRUMBEAT OF ATTACKS ON 
U.S. IMPERIALISM. HUMANITE GAVE HEAVY PLAY TO EDITORIAL 
COMMENT OF PREVIOUS DAY, INCLUDING PRO-US REMARKS ON 
RADIO BY JACQUES DOMINATE SECRETARY GENERAL OF GISCARD'S 
REPUBLICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY. HUMANITE SAID DOMINATES 
COMMENTS DEMONSTRATE THAT GOF APPROVES OF US INTERFERENCE 
IN FRENCH INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

2. QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS PRINTED SUMMARY OF ITALIAN COMMUN- 
IST ARTICLE CALLED A REPLY TO GENERAL HAIG, WHICH STATES 
THAT IF PCI COMES TO POWER, ITALY WILL REMAIN IN ATLAN- 
TIC ALLIANCE, BUT TREATY WILL HAVE TO BE RE-EXAMINED. 

US HAS THE RIGHT TO RE-EXAMINE ITS NATO RELATIONSHIPS IF 
COMMUNISTS COME TO POWER, ARTICLE SAYS, BUT SO DO COM 
COMMUNISTS IN GOVERNMENT. 

3. MARCH 2 ISSUE OF LE MONDE POINTS OUT THAT THE U.S. 

OFFENSIVE AGAINST COMMUNISTS IN NATO GOVERNMENTS STARTED 
LAST JANUARY, EXCERPTING HEAVILY FROM CRAIG WHITNEY'S 
ARTICLE IN THE NEW YORK TIMES OF FEBRUARY 6. 

4. IN MARSEILLES MAYOR DEFERRE CONTINUES NON-STOP 
ATTACKS ON U.S. INTERFERENCE IN HIS NEWSPAPERS AND IN 
TELEVISION STATEMENTS. 

5. AFTER MORNING LULL, SUBJECT TOOK ON SECOND WIND 
AFTERNOON OF MARCH 2 WITH WIRE SERVICES REPORTING THAT 
AMBASSADOR RUSH HAS POSTPONED VISIT TO MARSEILLES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SCHEDULED TO BEGIN MARCH FOURTH. EMBASSY ISSUED STORY 
THIS MORNING INDICATING THAT AMBASSADOR RUSH COULD NOT 
GO TO MARSEILLES THIS WEEK BECAUSE HE HAS THE FLU. 
(AMBASSADOR HAS BEEN OUT OF OFFICE SUFFERING FROM A BUG.) 
THIS REPORT HAS GIVEN THE WIRE SERVICES OPPORTUNITY TO 
REHASH THE ENTIRE STORY, GOING BACK TO GENERAL HAIG 
STATEMENTS OF LAST WEEK. IT IS CLEAR FROM QUERIES RE- 
CEIVED BY EMBASSY THAT U.S. PRESS WILL BE FILING 
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EXTENSIVELY ON THIS SUBJECT FOR PUBLICATION IN TUESDAY 
EVENING AND WEDNESDAY MORNING EDITIONS. 

RUSH 
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